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Love to learn and Learn to Love.

TAMESIDE MBC - DIOCESE OF CHESTER
ST GEORGE'S CE PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS
POLICY 2025/2026

St George’s is a Church of England School — this means that the members of the Parish Church and the Diocese of
Chester have contributed towards the building of the school and continue to support the school in its Christian
distinctiveness. As a Church School, RE, Collective Worship and the whole ethos of the school are based on the
teachings of the Church of England. Our Christian values are outworked in the daily life of the school. Parents who
feel they could not support this, may wish to consider a more appropriate setting for their child’s education. We are
also part of the Chester Diocese Academy Trust, a group of schools working together across the Chester Diocese.

The Governors publish a ‘School Information Booklet’, available on the school website, to help parents to decide on
their choice of schools, and to give other important information about our school. Please look at this carefully
before applying for admission.

Applications for admission to the school should be made on the common application form from the local authority
and also on the school’s supplementary form for those applying under criteria 3 and 4.

We will forward details of all the children who have been registered with us to the Local Authority Admission Team,
who will send out details of how to apply in November 2024. Details will include where to view Starting Out and a
letter explaining how to make your application. You should use your application to apply for any primary school,
whether this is in Tameside or in another Local Authority area. Application details may also be obtained from the
Admissions Section at Tameside MBC. Starting Out will be available on Tameside’s website. NB: Each school
application should be discussed with all parents and carers of the child, and only one application may be submitted
for each child.

It is not normally possible to change preferences, ranking order or pupil details after the closing date of 15 January
2025 except in exceptional circumstances for example, if the family has recently moved address. Evidence must be
provided to support the request. No changes can be considered after 23 January 2025 when the allocations process
has started.

Letters informing parents of whether or not their child has been allocated a place will be sent out by the Local
Authority on 16 April or next working day. Parents of children not admitted will be informed of the reason and
offered an alternative place by the Authority.

The number of places available for admission to the Reception class in the year 2025 will be a maximum of 30. This
arrangement follows consultation between the governing body, the Diocesan Board of Education, Local Authorities
and other admissions authorities in the area. The governing body will not place any restrictions on admissions to the
reception class unless the number of children for whom admission is sought exceeds this number. By law, no infant
class may contain more than thirty children.

The Governing Body operates a system of equal preferences under which they consider all preferences equally and
the Local Authority allocates places according to its policy.




In the event that there are more applicants than places, the governing body will allocate places using the following
criteria, which are listed in order of priority:

1.

Notes

Looked after children or Previously Looked after Children including those children who appear (to the admission
authority) to have been in state care outside of England (IAPLAC internationally adopted previously looked after
children)

Children with special, medical or social circumstances where their needs can only be met at this school.
Children whose parents are faithful and regular worshippers at St George’s CE Church, Hyde.

Children whose parents are faithful and regular worshippers at another church recognised by Churches Together
in Britain and Ireland.

Children who have a sibling in school who will still be attending school the following year.
Other children.

Looked after children or children who have previously been looked after but immediately after being looked
after became subject to an adoption, residence, or special guardianship order. “A looked after child is a child
who is (a) in the care of the local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in
the exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in the section 22 (1) of the children Act
1989) including children who appear in (to the admissions authority) to have been in state care outside of
England in line with the Admissions Code 2021.

Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission is to
be made under the criterion for special medical or social circumstances, and such evidence must set out the
particular reasons why the school is question is the most suitable school and the difficulties which would be
caused if the child had to attend another school. A panel of governors will make a decision as to whether to
admit a child under this criterion, using the evidence provided. All information provided will be treated in
the strictest confidence.

By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a minimum of one service per month during the six month
period prior to the closing date for applications. A form (provided by school) completed by your church
minister will be required as proof of attendance.

A parent is any person who has parental responsibility or care of the child. Where admission arrangements
refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.

Siblings include full, step, half, foster, adopted brothers and sisters living at the same address and full brother
and sister living apart.

Where the above criteria are not adequate to distinguish between requests for admission which cannot all
be accepted without exceeding the admission limit, priority will be decided on the basis of the distance from
the school to home, those living nearest being given priority. Distance will be measured as a straight line
from the child’s home address, using the address point assigned by the National Land and Property
Gazetteer, to the main gate to the school property using the LA’s school admissions data mapping software,
which uses a Geographical Information System based on Ordnance Survey.

In the event of distances being the same for 2 or more applications where this distance would be the last
place/s to be allocated, a random lottery will be implemented between the applications where the distance
is the same. The random lottery will be carried out in a public place and supervised by someone



independent of the school. All the names will be entered into a hat and the required number of names will
be drawn out.

Last year there were 37 applications for 30 places. The Admissions Committee applied the criteria and offered places
to:
0 children under criterion 1 (Children in Care)

0 children under criterion 2 (special medical or social circumstances affecting the child where these needs can only
be met at this school)

0 children under criterion 3 (Children whose parents are faithful and regular worshippers in the Parish Church of St
George’s.)

0 children under criterion 4 (Children whose families are faithful and regular worshippers of another Church as
recognised by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland)

4 children under criterion 5 (Children who have a sibling in school who will still be attending school the following
year)

26 children under criterion 6 (Other children by distance)

Children with an Educational Health Care Plan

Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 requires the governing bodies of all maintained schools to admit a child with
an EHCP that names their school.

Late Applications for Admission
The closing date for applications in the normal admissions round is 15 January 2024. Applications received after this
date will be considered after all applications received on time have been processed.

Waiting List

If the school is oversubscribed the governors will maintain a waiting list. The waiting list will operate until the end of
Autumn term for those parents who have submitted an appeal or who have opted to go on the list. All pupils on the
waiting list will be ranked according to the oversubscription criteria. Places will be offered, should any become
available, to the highest ranked applications received by the date the place becomes available. If new or late
applications have a higher priority under the oversubscription criteria, they will be ranked higher than those who
have been on the list for some time. A significant change of circumstances, such as a change of address, will be taken
into account: evidence must be provided. Children who have been referred under the local authority’s Fair Access
protocol or who are the subject of a direction by the local authority to admit must be given preference over any
other children on the waiting list.

Address of Pupil

The address from which distance will be measured will be the permanent residential address, at the time of
application, of the parent with whom the child is normally resident. Where a child lives with parents with shared
responsibility, each for part of a week, the home address is the address from which the child travels to school for the
majority of school days per week. If the number of days is exactly equal the home address will be that of the parent
who receives the Child Benefit. Where there is dispute about the correct address to use, the governors reserve the
right to make enquiries of any relevant third parties, e.g. the child’s GP. For children of UK Service personnel and
other Crown Servants returning to the area proof of the posting is all that is required.

Non-Routine Admissions



It sometimes happens that a child needs to change school other than at the “normal” time; such admissions are
known as non-routine admissions. The local Authority co-ordinates all in- year admissions and parents should refer
to its co-ordinated scheme.

Appeals

Where the governors are unable to offer a place because the school is oversubscribed, parents have the right to
appeal to an independent admission appeal panel, set up under the School Standards and Framework Act, 1998, as
amended by the Education Act, 2002. Parents will be allowed at least 20 school days from the date of notification
that their application was unsuccessful to submit their appeal. Parents will have the opportunity to submit their case
to the panel in writing and also to attend in order to present their case. You will normally receive at least 10 school
days’ notice of the place and time of the hearing.

If your child was refused a place in Reception or Key Stage 1 because of Government limits on Infant class sizes, the
grounds on which your appeal could be successful are limited. You would have to show that the decision was one
which in the circumstances no reasonable governing would have made, or that your child would have been offered a
place if the governors’ admissions arrangements had been properly implemented. Please note that this right of appeal
against the governors’ decision does not prevent you from making an appeal in respect of any other school.

Fraudulent Applications

Where the governing body discovers that a child has been awarded a place as the result of an intentionally
misleading application from a parent (for example a false claim to residence in the catchment area or of involvement
in a place of worship) which effectively denies a place to a child with a stronger claim, then the governing body is
required to withdraw the offer of the place. The application will be considered afresh, and a right of appeal offered if
a place is refused.

Deferred Admission

Children in Tameside are eligible for a Reception place from the beginning of the school year in which they become 5
years old. However, they do not become of compulsory school age until the start of the term after their fifth birthday.
Therefore, where a place has been offered and accepted:

Parents can defer the date their child is admitted to the school until later in the school year, but not beyond the point
at which they reach compulsory school age and not beyond the beginning of the final term of the school year for
which the offer is made.

Parents can also request that their child may attend part time until later in the school year until the child reaches
compulsory school age.

Admission of Children outside their Normal Age Group

A request may be made for a child to be admitted outside of their normal age group, for example, if the child is gifted
and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health. In addition, the parents of a summer born child, i.e. a
child born between 1 April and 315 August, may request that the child be admitted out of their normal age group,
to reception rather than year 1. Any such request should be made in writing to the Headteacher at St George’s CE
Primary School, Church Street, Hyde. SK14 1JL at the same time as the admission application is made. The governing
body will make its decision about the request based on the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of
the child. In addition to taking into account the views of the head teacher, including the head teacher’s statutory
responsibility for the internal organisation, management and control of the school, the governing body will take into
account the views of the parents and of appropriate medical and education professionals, as appropriate.

Twins/Multiple Birth



In cases where twins, triplets, or other multiple birth siblings are split when allocations take place, they will be
allocated a place over the Published Admission Number and will remain excepted pupils for the time they are in an
infant class or until the class numbers fall back to the current infant class size limit.”

Nursery

Please note that the criteria for admission to the Nursery are different from those for Reception and parents must
make a separate application for Reception. Attendance at the Nursery does not give priority for admission to
Reception.

This information is published by the Governors of St George’s CE Primary School in accordance with the relevant
sections of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 as amended by the Education Act 2002. Admissions
criteria may change from one year to the next. Governors will consult before any changes are made.



